324                           EPILOGUE           [MIDDLE EAST
that Mr. Churchill should go to the Colonial Office,
with Sir James Mastcrton Smith as Permanent
Under-Secretary,    This suspicion was confirmed
when I was sent for by Mr, Churchill and offered
the post of Assistant Secretary in the new Middle
East   Department   of  the   Colonial   Office,   He
greeted me kindly, and poured out his ideas on the
policy that he thought should henceforth be pursued
in Mesopotamia,   1 must have allowed myself to
look critical, for he suddenly paused and remarked
that I did not appear to think much of his ideas.
I  hastily disclaimed  any critical  intention,  but
ventured to suggest that the subject was highly
complicated.   u I know/5 said he*    " There is a
great deal to learn, but at least I have a completely
virgin mind on the subject,"3    I asked if I might
violate it, and was still doing so when he had to go
to some other engagement, but he very kindly asked
me to continue the process at dinner at his Club the
following night.   We had not got very far with the
meal when he suddenly asked me what I should do
in Mesopotamia if I were omnipotent,   I asked him
in return to tell me whether he was prepared to
defend Mesopotamia from hostile attack*   On his
replying that he supposed we should have to hang
on to Baghdad, I explained that this was not what I
meant, and asked if he was prepared to defend all
the land frontiers of Mesopotamia, if necessary with
the whole weight of the British Empire, if the Turks
or anyone else attacked us.   He protested that he
could not be expected to answer a question like that
over the dinner-table, to which 1 rejoined that until
an answer had been found to my own question I
was afraid I could not answer his.
The new Department came into existence on the